
 

   

in the short term Tom will focus on the engineering 

services we currently provide a limited number of 

our  customers, longer term he will be expanding 

engineering offerings to other areas of the Com-

pany, as we evolve our vision for product devel-

opment and test support,” said John Sheehan, 

SigmaTron International’s President.   

Tom previously served SigmaTron's engineering 

services team as Director of Product Manage-

ment.  He earlier served as a program manager. 

He was earlier associated with Chamberlain, Em-

erson Appliance Control and Texas Instruments in 

a variety of management and engineering posi-

tions. 

He received a Bachelor of Science degree in 

electrical engineering from Bucknell University. 

 

About SigmaTron        

International 

SigmaTron International 
(NASDAQ:SGMA) is a full service 
EMS provider with a network of 
manufacturing facilities in the 
United States, Mexico, China and 
Vietnam.  
 
We focus on companies who want 
highly customized service plus a 
scalable global manufacturing 
footprint. 
 

We serve a diversified set of 

markets which include: industrial, 

consumer and medical/life scienc-

es customers. Our quality certifi-

cations include ISO 9001:2015, 

ISO 13485:2016, IATF 

16949:2016 and AS9100D. We 

are also International Traffic in 

Arms Regulations (ITAR) regis-

tered. 
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SigmaTron International’s 

facility in Chihuahua, Mexico 

has added its first two auto-

motive programs.  The first 

program involves a trailer 

light control and the second 

involves an automotive light 

control. 

The  program involving a 

trailer light controller printed 

circuit board assembly 

(PCBA) has completed its 

Production Part Approval 

Process (PPAP) and was ap-

proved for full production in 

January. The program is currently shipping 

5,000 units per month with volumes scheduled 

to ramp to 9,000 units per month by year-

end. 

Tom Musser has 

been promoted 

to the position of 

Corporate Direc-

tor of Business 

Development, 

Technical Sales 

and Service. In 

that role, he will 

be assuming the 

responsibilities 

previously han-

dled by Jerry Johnson, who has retired. 

“I’m pleased that we are able to have a 

strong transition between two outstanding 

members of our engineering team. Jerry 

Johnson has done an wonderful job leading 

our Design Engineering Services group. While 

Corporate Engineering Team Sees a Changing of the Guard 

Chihuahua, Mexico Facility Diversifies Business Base 

The second program involving two automotive 

lighting control PCBAs has started production in 

January with a deviation pending implementation 

of planned materials engineering change order 

(ECO).  

The Chihuahua facility’s investment in state-of-the-art SMT equipment and 

industry-specific certifications is attracting a broader base of customers. 

Tom Musser 
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SigmaTron International’s facility in 

Chihuahua, Mexico takes an innovative 

approach to processing some of its 

mixed technology printed circuit board 

assemblies (PCBAs). While most PCBAs 

today are entirely SMT, some products 

require limited use of through-hole 

parts in cases such as connectors, 

where a more robust solder joint is 

needed.  

While wave soldering can be utilized 

as a high volume soldering solution, 

this adds extra handling, an additional 

process step and an additional ther-

mal cycle. 

The team in Chihuahua has developed 

Pin-in-Paste Process Has Multiple Advantages 

“The pin-in-paste process is easier to con-

trol. It requires a good stencil design and 

the right lead-to-hole ratio. We utilize 3D 

SPI and x-ray to control the filling of the 

holes when setting up the process, and 3D 

SPI and AOI to monitor the manufacturing 

process,” said Alvaro Grado, the Chihua-

hua facility’s Manufacturing Engineering 

& Quality Manager. 

 

Román Rodelo Named Tijuana, Mexico Plant General Manager 

Román 

Rodelo has 

been pro-

moted to 

Plant Gen-

eral Man-

ager of 

SigmaTron 

Interna-

tional’s 

facility in 

Tijuana, 

Mexico. He joined SigmaTron as the 

facility’s Production Manager in 2011. He 

was earlier associated with Muramoto Su-

mitronics and Panasonic in various produc-

tion management positions in Mexico. While 

at Panasonic, he spent six months training in 

Japan. He trained in Thailand while with 

Muramoto Sumitronics.  

“Román has over 26 years of experience in 

production management and quality sys-

tems. He is also skilled at working in multicul-

tural environments, which can be critical giv-

en the diversified customer base our Tijuana 

facility serves. I feel he will be an asset to 

our facility in this new role,” said Raj 

Upadhyaya, Executive Vice President, 

SigmaTron West Coast Divisions. 

Román received a degree in industrial 

and quality systems engineering from the 

Culiacan Technological Institute, in Culia-

can Sinaloa, Mexico. He is a Six Sigma 

green belt and certified in Lean manufac-

turing. He also is certified in leadership 

training. 

a pin-in-paste process which 

eliminates these issues by 

soldering through-hole com-

ponents in the same reflow 

process utilized for the SMT 

parts. The process was origi-

nally developed to support 

appliance-related customers 

utilizing low temperature 

solder pastes with bismuth 

requirements and is now 

being utilized for some au-

tomotive products. 

Automated optical inspection (AOI) is critical to monitoring the the pin-in-paste process.  

Román Rodelo  

X-ray inspection is used to validate pin-in-paste process 

assumptions. 
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Have a suggestion or article idea?  

Contact Curtis Campbell, VP Sales 

Phone: 510-477-5004  

Email: curtis.campbell@sigmatronintl.com  

SigmaTron Featured in Multiple Industry Articles 
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SigmaTron International’s team regularly 

publishes articles in industry publications 

such as Circuits Assembly and Electronics 

Sourcing. Links to several recent articles are 

provided on this page. 

Links to all recent articles are provided on 

our website: News | Sigmatron Internation-

al (sigmatronintl.com). 

Articles and whitepaper sortable by key 

word topic and/or date are also provided 

on our blog: News, Events and Best Practic-

es Tips from SigmaTron International 
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